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Context 

• The Doctorate here, now: some key aspects…
• Training, Mobility, Internationalization; the role of Doctoral Schools

Doctorate at  Campus Iberus

• (Brief) Presentation of Campus Iberus
• Actions in the Doctoral Field
• Training Opportunities: courses, workshops, competitions...
• Support actions for mobility and internationalization
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The Salzburg principles (2005 & 2010) 
Inspirations for the current doctoral “scheme”; basis for the RD99/2011

BASES DEL DOCTORADO

1.  Original research and training
2.  Embedding in institution strategies and policies
3.  The importance of diversity
4.  Doctoral candidates as early stage researchers
5.  Crucial role of supervision
6.  Achieving critical mass
7.  Duration
8.  Innovative structures
9.  Increasing mobility
10.Ensuring appropriate funding
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Excerpt from the regulation (RD-2011) on doctoral training in Spain



"The institutional strategies in R&D&I of universities must place the doctorate at the center of 
their actions (...), achieving high levels of quality, internationalization, innovation, 
recognition, and mobility."
"Doctoral programs will include organized aspects of research training (...) and will 
encompass both transversal training and specific training related to the field of each 
program..."
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The doctorate under RD 99/2011 (and subsequent reforms…)

R.D. 576/2023: Amendment of the articles of RD 99/2011)

•New obligations for Doctoral Schools
•The duration of doctoral studies is adjusted (3 → 4 years)
•A series of measures related to supervision, doctoral evaluation, and quality 
assurance are introduced.
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Doctoral candidates will follow diverse career 

paths after obtaining their doctorate. The rising 

number of doctorate holders in the last decade 

has led to an increase in those who develop their 

careers outside of academia. Hence, career paths 

outside of academia have gained  (…) importance 

and are increasingly not perceived as alternatives, 

rather –in many countries – as the most  probable 

career (…) What is more, societies need highly 

skilled knowledge workers.

But since 2010… hasn’t reality changed?

Tracking the careers of doctorate holders

over the last two decades, the number of 

doctoral degrees awarded has doubled in 

many universities around the world.

Meanwhile, the number of permanent 

academic positions is not growing fast 

enough to meet demand. Where do all 

then doctorate holders end up?

EUA-CDE report
 (27 October 2020)
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On (some of) the Salzburg Principles (I)…

1.Original research and training
2.Embedding in institution strategies and policies
3.The importance of diversity
4.Doctoral candidates as early stage researchers
5.Crucial role of supervision
6.Achieving critical mass
7.Duration
8.Innovative structures
9.Increasing mobility
10.Ensuring appropriate funding
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1. Doctorate must contribute to the advancement of knowledge through original 
research

A significant percentage of respondents state that their main motivation for starting their 
doctorate is to "deepen knowledge."

The objective of doctoral training is to train researchers who can generate new 
knowledge and

It must adapt to the needs of a broader environment (labor market, etc.)
 beyond the academic world

Doctorate: Original Research and Training
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2 and 8. Institutional strategies and policies and promotion of innovative structures: to 
meet the challenges of interdisciplinary training and the development of transferable 
skills.

Research training must enable the tackling of new challenges and includes 
appropriate professional development opportunities.

Central role of Doctoral Schools, in collaboration with other research organizations, 
hospitals,  and other schools...

Doctorate: At the core of university actions
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Doctoral Schools

Facilitate training in transferable skills: critical thinking, teamwork, project management, 
ethics, intellectual property rights, communication…
During the doctorate, it is also expected to acquire skills that enable turning knowledge 
into products and services for the benefit of society

Promote participation in networks (research and training)
Encourage geographical mobility and interdisciplinarity

Centers that organize and manage the doctorate
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9. Doctoral training programs should promote cooperation between universities and 
other partners, in a context of

Geographical mobility
Interdisciplinary relationships
Intersectorial contacts
International collaboration

Doctorate: Encourage the creation of networks



CAMPUS IBERUS  
ACCIONES EN EL 
ÁMBITO DEL 
DOCTORADO

CAMPUS IBERUS
ACTIONS IN THE 
FIELD OF DOCTORAL 
STUDIES
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What is Campus Iberus?

Consortium of four public universities
 (since 2012)

Strategic Aggregation Principle

Key: The whole is greater than the sum 
of its parts
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Campus Iberus: Strategic areas

Food and Nutrition Social and Territorial Development Energy and environment

Health and Health Technologies Circular Economy and Bioeconomy
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CAMPUS IBERUS & DOCTORATE

EDONA EMYDUR

EDUZ ED UdL

Doctoral Area  
Campus Iberus
created in 2017

(“De facto” from 2013)
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Arte y humanidades
Ciencias
CC. Sociales y Jurídicas
Ciencias de la Salud
Ingeniería y Arquitectura

Arte y humanidades
Ciencias
CC. Sociales y Jurídicas
Ciencias de la Salud
Ingeniería y Arquitectura

Arte y humanidades
Ciencias
CC. Sociales y Jurídicas
Ciencias de la Salud
Ingeniería y Arquitectura

Arte y humanidades
Ciencias
CC. Sociales y Jurídicas
Ciencias de la Salud
Ingeniería y Arquitectura

90 PhD programs

Doctoral Schools of Campus Iberus: some figures..
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 ≈2400

    UNIZAR     

≈800

 UdL

≈590 

 UPNA

≈ 330 

      UR

> 4000 
doctorandos

Doctoral Schools of Campus Iberus: some figures..



Doctoral Action Lines of Campus Iberus

Joint Activities for PhD Students
• Courses and Seminars (Transversal Competencies)
• Training Experiences and Research Dissemination
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Strategic Training and Talent Recruitment Projects (EU)

Internacionalization
• Mobility grants:  specific calls for PhD Students
• (Europe and LA countries (Colombia, Mexico)

• Iberus Connect Program
 

Doctoral Programs (Focus on Strategic Areas) 
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Training activities for PhD students from Campus Iberus

Acquisition of competencies (non-specific, transferable)
Interdisciplinarity
Geographical and intersectoral mobility

From Campus Iberus, in collaboration with the Doctoral Schools, the following is promoted:

Being part of Campus Iberus offers the chance
 to benefit from its network, encouraging 

interaction among PhD students.

SOCIEDAD



Some ACTIVITIES for PhD candidates - Upcoming courses and workshops
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Dialnet, una herramienta indispensable para el 
investigador
¿Quieres conocer uno de los mayores portales 
bibliográficos del mundo?

Curso modalidad no presencial
Duración: 3 h
Fechas:  anual, abril (9 y 10 abril 2025)
140 plazas

Doctoral research and entrepreneurship

Do you want to learn to identify business 
opportunities based on advanced knowledge?

“On-line”, in English
Duration: 4 h
Registration: mandatory and free 

2025 Expected dates: May 



22

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

https://www.campusiberus.es/



Joint Activities for PhD Students- JORNADAS DOCTORALES

Multidisciplinary Meeting
Two and a half days of activities

   PhD students from Campus Iberus, UPPA, U. Los Andes, etc.
Objetives
• Presentation of research in a multidisciplinary environment
• Acquisition of communication skills
• Promotion of mutual understanding and communication

      When?  Annually, in June 
   Where? Jaca, in the Aragonese Pyrenees
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Imagen: Ayuntamiento de Jaca

From 2021 
“English friendly” activity
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Lectures and discussion panels: 
• open access publication
• the role of profesional networks
• ethics and integrity in research 
• PhD students initiatives
• profesional opportunities after the doctorate…

JORNADAS DOCTORALES DE CAMPUS IBERUS

Workshops: 
• verbal and no-verbal communication
• mental care for PhD students
• time management… 
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JORNADAS DOCTORALES

• Cultural and social events

Best poster awards…• Sessions for poster presentation 
on the topic of doctoral research (10 
minutes + questions MANDATORY)

Committee & PhD students
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XI JORNADAS DOCTORALES 2025 

We will meet in Jaca!!

• March: Registration request and poster pre-submission
• Middle May: Acceptance Communication from Campus Iberus
• Early June: Confirmation and final poster submission



Joint Activities for PhD Students. TESIS EN 3 MINUTOS (in Spanish language)
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COMPETITION: Research Communication to Society
1 slide, 3 minutes to present several years of research…

Who can participate?
*PhD candidates with advanced theses/recent PhDs 
(fluent in Spanish)
*Communication skills are valued, particularly the ability 
to explain cutting-edge research to a non-specialist audience.

Call for applications
(June 2025)

Elimination 
round


UR / UPNA

UZ / UdL

(Sept)

12 finalists
Training in public 

speaking and 
non-verbal 

communication

(Sept. Oct)

FINAL PHASE
Rotating venue


(By the end of oct.) 
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• Rooted in universities (Doctoral 
Schools)

• Increasing openness to society + 
dissemination

PRIZE
1000 EUR + 2 accésits 600 EUR 

Joint Activities for PhD Students. TESIS EN 3 MINUTOS

https://www.campusiberus.es/3mt/

https://www.campusiberus.es/3mt/


Research dissemination project arising from T3M of Campus Iberus

From academic 
research to...

Based on PhD
theses awarded in 
previous editions of



Stefano Lodetti


New Power Quality Challenges in 
Smart Grids: Supraharmonics and 

Rapid Voltage Changes

¡¡¡CÓMICs !!! PhD Thesis

https://zaguan.unizar.es/record/100793?ln=en
https://zaguan.unizar.es/record/100793?ln=en
https://zaguan.unizar.es/record/100793?ln=en


I International Final
10 participants, 5 universities, 3 countries

Cartagena - Colombia
November, 20-21, 2023
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Participation of institutions from 3 countries
November 10-14, 2025, Campus Iberus

II International Final | 2025

México

España

Colombia

Complementary activities
•Workshops for participants
•Meetings with PhD candidates (in 

coordination with Iberus Connect)
•Visits to centers and laboratories at 

universities. (According to participants 
profiles)

•Roundtable discussions with 
accompanying professors and doctoral 
school staff.

1-2 contestants per institution
(pre-selection at each institution)



INTERNATIONALIZATION: MOBILITY GRANTS (I)
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Bi-annual call (October and March) Campus Iberus Erasmus +  for PhD students
The call is open for several weeks
• Aim:  Grants for internships in Europe
• Medium length stays (between 2 and 3 months) 

• Grant amount? €550 - €650 monthly (depending on destination)
• Short stays (maximum of 10 days)

• Grant amount? €70/day
• Who can apply for? Doctoral students enrolled in any of the Iberus Universities. 

++ Students of Campus Iberus Joint Doctoral Programs
++ Students linked to Campus Iberus research Grupos de Acción

https://www.campusiberus.es/movilidaddoctorado/
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INTERNATIONALIZATION LATINOAMÉRICA: MOBILITY GRANTS (II)

Biennial Call Erasmus +  for PhD students
(alternates year by year with a call for academic staff)
OPEN NOW (until March, 16th)

• Aim? Grants for internships Colombia and Mexico
• Duration between 2 and 3 months
• Grant amount? 2900 EUR

• Scopes of collaboration with LA (related to the PhD)
• Facilitate contacts for research stays
• Encourage international co-supervision of theses
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INTERNATIONALIZATION: IBERUS CONNECT PROGRAM

Launched academic year: 2020-21

Objective: Iberus Connect aims to help PhD students coming from abroad to adapt to 
the hosting University and PhD life. 

• Pairing incoming PhDs with more experienced ones willing to act as local coaches 
“mentors” (volunteers, registered in the program).

• If possible, match “mentor-mentee” is made according research area affinity

• From 2021-22  PhD Ambassadors (specific tasks such as organizing social events, 
acting as link between mentors, mentees and institutions, etc,,,)

https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/

PhD Coach Program

https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
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Iberus Connect: Academic and cultural events
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Permanently open for incoming PhD students willing a coach

For coaches (volunteers)
• June - September:  Call for coaches  
• October: Training (Campus Iberus & Escuelas Doctorado) + matches (extended, 

according to requests…)
• Next June: participants survey and certification (15 h, from Campus Iberus)

INTERNATIONALIZATION: IBERUS CONNECT PROGRAM - Schedule

https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/

• Open to all PhD students 
• Provide or request information (about activities, courses...)
• FAQ 
• Contacts between doctoral students/general or by university

Do you want to participate in our PhD Whatsapp groups? 
Send a message to iberusconnect@campusiberus.es

https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
https://www.campusiberus.es/iberus-connect/
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Awards for PhDs 

Annual calls, for PhDs from various fields; 
Promoted by different institutions, sometimes jointly with a university
Open to applicants from other universities of Campus Iberus

• AgroBank Chair Award (CaixaBank & UdL).  Best Thesis in the 
field of Quality and Innovation in the Agricultural or Food Sector. 

   Amount:  5000 EUR  (accésit 1000 EUR)

• Samca Chair Award (Samca & UNIZAR). Best Thesis in the field of 
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology. 

    Amount:  2000 EUR  (2 accésit 500 EUR)

• Tomas Belzunegui Award.  (Navarre Society of Geriatrics and 
Gerontology) Best Thesis in any university discipline, on aging, in 
favor of the global well-being of elderly people and their rights
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